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point, is the admission of degrees of self-evidence, and of the possibility that 
no self -evidence is absolute. Mr. Russell's use ofphrases like ' ' seem absolutely 
certain" (p. 27) would have horrified Descartes. It ought to be recalled in 
this connection that it is the belief that some truths are absolutely certain 
(not merely seem so) that has ever been the fundamental motif of rationalism. 
Take away from Plato or Kant this belief, and he relapses into empiricism at 
once. 

Can Mr. Russell save himself from a similar relapse? I think not; and I 
would add that he stands in special danger by reason of his acceptance of the 
theory, that (1) we become 'acquainted' with universals by means of the 
process of abstraction, and (2) that the possibility of a priori knowledge rests 
upon an inexplicable power, which we possess (called by Locke 'comparison'), 
of perceiving relations between universals (p. 164 f). 

The danger lies here. (1) The process of abstraction is a gradual one, not 
a swift and certain leap. It passes through all degrees of confusion and 
precision, and is notoriously liable to error. The universals which men have 
thought they knew have often turned out to be vague or self-contradictory. 
(2) There is no reason to suppose that the perception of relations between 
universals takes place only when the process of abstraction has attained ideal 
completeness. On the contrary, it is quite evident that comparison and 
abstraction go on together; for it is in their relations with one another that the 
meanings of universals largely consist. (3) The obvious theory of the matter 
is, therefore, that ideas of universals and the perception of the relations between 
the universals are products of the same induction. Why should we reject this 
simple explanation? The motive which has actually weighed with rationalists 
in the past is their belief that some propositions are absolutely certain, and 
hence that the universals which they reveal, though brought to attention by 
induction, are now known with an absolute clearness and distinctness. If 
this motive is removed, I see no other that can take its place; and it therefore 
seems to me that Mr. Russell's rationalism is on the verge of a precipitous 
descent into empiricism. 

Theodore de Laguna. 
Bryn Mawr College. 

Une philosophic nouvelle: Henri Bergson. Par Edouard Le Roy. Paris, 

Felix Alcan, 1912. — pp. v, 208. 

"This little book," the author tells us in his preface, "had its origin in two 
articles published under the same title in the Revue des Deux Mondes of 
February 1 and 15, 1912. Their aim was to present the philosophy of M. 
Bergson to the general public by giving as briefly as possible a view of the 
system as a whole, and to describe without going too much into detail the 
general direction of the movement. These articles are reprinted here without 
change. But I have added to them in the form of remarks on separate topics 
some complementary explanations of points which could not well be included 
within the limits of the original articles." 

M. Le Roy informs us that before becoming acquainted with the work of 
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M. Bergson, his own reflections had already led him to somewhat similar 
views, and that he found in the writings of M. Bergson "the brilliant fulfilment 
of a presentiment and of a desire." He also reproduces from M. Bergson 
the following statement addressed to him after the publication of the articles 
in the Revue des Deux Mondes: " In addition to the method, you have seized 
the intention and spirit. This study could not be more conscientious or more 
accurate. In proportion as it advances, it gives evidence of a growing effort 
of condensation: one has the feeling of a progressive rolling up of the ex- 
position on itself, similar to that which we employ to describe la durie r&ele. 
In order to produce such a feeling in the reader, much more has been necessary 
than an attentive study of my works: it has required a profound sympathy 
of thought, — the faculty of rethinking, in a personal and original way, that 
which one is expounding. No part shows this sympathy better than the 
concluding pages where you indicate briefly the possibility of further develop- 
ments of the doctrine. On this point I should not say anything different from 
what you have said." 

The portion of the book already published falls into two main divisions: 
La methode, (pp. 3-53), and La doctrine (pp. 54-114). The 'complementary 
explanations,' which occupy the remainder of the book (pp. 115-208), are 
divided into eight short chapters with the following titles: i. L'cauvre de 
M. Bergson et les directions generates de la pensee contemporaine; ii. De 
l'immediat; iii. Theorie de la perception; iv. Critique du discours; v. Le 
probleme de la conscience: durec et liberte; vi. Le probleme de revolution; 
vie et matiere. vii. Le probleme de la connaissance: analyse et intuition; 
viii. conclusion. 

As a whole, the book is an admirable piece of work: I have not seen any- 
thing that will compare with it as an exposition of M. Bergson's thought. It 
is no mechanical summary of another man's ideas, but an independent and 
scholarly presentation of a position that the author has made thoroughly his 
own. Indeed, if I may speak for myself, the Bergsonian philosophy as 
expounded by M. Le Roy oftentimes seems more convincing than it does in 
its original form. I do not mean by this that the doctrines have been changed 
or modified in M. Le Roy's exposition. But he has avoided the sharp antith- 
eses and dramatic dualisms which are so fruitful a source of misunderstanding 
in M. Bergson's philosophy, and has helped to clear up difficulties by citing 
passages from writings of that author which are not generally known. In 
particular, M. Le Roy's book helps, I think, to make clear that M. Bergson's 
philosophy is no mere relapse into Romanticism, but that he is really seeking 
under the name of 'intuition' a new logical method which shall not be re- 
stricted to the fixed concepts of mechanical science, but shall have the right 
to criticize and create its concepts as the inquiry 'proceeds. But this is the 
basal idea of the critical philosophy which proceeded from Kant and found its 
most complete expression in Hegel, between whose categories of the notion 
and M. Bergson's 'intuition' there is a striking affinity of which the latter 
does not seem to be aware. 
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An English translation of the book has just been published in this coun- 
try by Henry Holt & Co. and in England by Williams & Norgate. 

J. E. Creighton. 

BeilrSge zur Hegel- Forschung. Von Georg Lasson. Berlin, Trowitzsch & 

Sohn, 1909. — pp. 70. 

The first part of this monograph contains an hitherto unpublished letter of 
Hegel, three authentic book reviews, and one review probably to be ascribed 
to him, all belonging to the early Jena period. The letter is to Mehmel, 
editor of the Erlanger Litteratur Zeitung 180 1-2, to which the reviews were 
contributed. The second part is an interesting essay by the editor, Pastor 
Georg Lasson, on the interpretation of the "cross and the rose" reference in 
the preface to the Philosophie des Rechts. Instead of supposing, as Goethe 
did, that the cross was the symbol of theology, and the rose the symbol of 
philosophy, Lasson undertakes to point out that by the "Kreuz der Gegen- 
wart" Hegel meant the apparent inability to bridge the gap between the 
subjective, individual conscience, and the objective social and historical 
realities. Reason is "die Rose im Kreuze der Gegenwart" in that, as the 
Philosophie des Rechts is to show, no such opposition and estrangement has 
any basis in fact, since the same Reason appears on both sides. 

George P. Adams. 
University of California. 

Hegels Entwurfe zur EnzyklopMie und Propddeutik, nach den Handschriften 
der Harvard-Universitat. Herausgegeben von Dr. J. L6wenberg. Leip- 
zig, Verlag von Felix Meiner, 1912. — pp. 58. 

This is the first number of a series entitled "Hegel Archiv," edited by 
Georg Lasson, and designed to further the present revived interest in Hegel 
by bringing together especially any hitherto unpublished literary remains of 
Hegel, letters and notices of his contemporaries, and bibliography of Hegel 
literature. Readers of Dr. Herman Nohl's edition of Hegel's Theologische 
Jugendschriften will remember the reference to other Hegel manuscripts 
in the possession of Dr. Arnold Genthy of San Francisco, which were presum- 
ably lost. Some of them, however, later appeared and came into the pos- 
session of Harvard University. Those here printed comprise the following: 
"Entwurf zur Enzyklopadie," (8 pages), dealing with the philosophy of re- 
ligion; fragments and notices which might have been paragraph headings for 
the Logic and the Philosophy of Religion, (5 pages) ; " Entwurf zur philoso- 
phischen Propadeutik" (29 pages), most of which deals with " Das Bewusstsein 
abstracter Gegenstande;" further fragments and notices dealing again with 
logic (13 pages). The date of the manuscripts (so far as dated), is 1811 and 
1812. 

Though nothing of Hegel written after the Phenomenology could be ex- 
expected to throw much light on his system, yet these fragments are decidedly 
worth having because of the comparative brevity and topical character of 
the sentences, if for no other reason. Dr. LSwenberg, in an interesting in- 



